1924
From the Diary

January 24. I ought to have been at Bristol speaking
for the Nat. Trust, but did not go on account of the
railway strike. I read the Elcctra 01 Sophocles with great
delight* I have not looked at it, I see, for twenty-eight
years, but I remembered it well, and read it with ease
in about three hours and a half, and with interest. It is
so compact, and the necessary business of the play is
never lost sight of for a moment: and I see no fault
except the speeches at the beginning, in which Orestes
and the Paedagogus tell each other what they must know
very well I read the third Georgic the other day, with
pleasure, but with considerable difficulty.

February 4. Literary Society ... My talks were with
Crewe and Grigg,1 and finally with a little group of
Balfour, Crewe, Grigg, and Bateson ... A.J.B. talked of
America, saying their politics suffer terribly from their
prejudice against what we call "carpet-baggers". In
U.S.A. a statesman-once defeated in his own State is out
of politics, and a man may have ever so much political
gift, but he cannot enter Congress if his politics are pot
those popular in his own State. We, on the other hand,
owe everything to carpet-baggers, A.JJB. saying he had
never been anything else.

May 28. Dined Mrs. Francis Buxton to meet Grey of
Fallodon and others. The talk was of poetry and Words-
worth* Grey said he would not listen to anyone laughing
at W.'s clumsiness, e.g. his absurd titles of poems, unless

1 Afterwards Sir Edward Grigg*
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